AdACDONAL&S COME-BACK
years.3 He continued : c Now they ask the House to pass an
Act which only a year or two ago they would have called
separatism, and which they would have said should be sup-
plemented by a mutiny in the Army.' The moral of that
was that there was a fear that we might go too far, that our
experiments would be too rash. c Who reads the history of
the last forty years/ said MacDonald, c will see that the danger
is not too much haste, but too little.'
His attitude on the Irish question was :
* We will do all we can to help to hasten to a close this old
bad chapter of Irish relations with this country, and we will
do it in the faith that, in closing that chapter, we are opening
one which will be happier for Ireland and more honourable
to this country. The word that will go from this House to
Ireland is that, in doing this act of reparation to Ireland,
Ireland becomes free to give what it likes and to withhold
what it likes, and it may give as a gift the affection to this
country that it has always refused to give.'
As to unemployment, he declared :
e After all these ameliorative measures that have been
brought in, after all the millions of pounds that have been
spent upon them, your streets to-day witness processions of
unemployed, and your official records show that 1,300,000
people are still requiring those ameliorative measures.'
A Tory Member shouted loudly : c What would you do ? '
MacDonald's answer was to appeal to Mr. Bonar Law to do
something to allay the agitation that was gathering up in
connection with his refusal to see the deputation of unem-
ployed men who were in London at that time. The reference
was to the c hunger marchers,' as they were called, of the
unemployed in London. There had been some indignation
expressed by prominent Labour leaders at the treatment meted
out to the marchers. Mr. Bonar Law had refused to see these
men and had referred them to the Minister of Labour, whose
department had to deal with unemployment. MacDonald
appealed to the Prime Minister not to assume a merely c red
tape attitude/ but to show some imagination, and for once, in
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